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THE WORK OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON MATHEMATICAL 

REQUIREMENTS. 

Since the publication of the statement concerning the work of the National 
Committe on Mathematical Requirements in the September 1919 number of the 
Monthly, the following events have occurred. 

The office of the Chairman of the Committee has been located in the Mus- 
grove Building, Hanover, New Hampshire. Mr. J. A. Foberg's office is at 3829 
North Tripp Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

The following members have been added to the Committee: 

Mr. A. C. Olney, Commissioner of Secondary Schools, Sacramento, California. 

Mr. P. H. Underwood, Ball High School, Galveston, Texas. 

Miss Etjla A. Weeks, Cleveland High School, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Mr. Walter Downey, of the English High School, Boston, Massachusetts, 
has been appointed by the New England Association of Teachers of Mathematics 
to take the place of Mr. G. W. Evans, who is spending a year's leave in China. 

A report on " The Reorganization of the Introductory Course in Secondary 
School Mathematics " by G. W. Evans has been received, and is being revised 
with a view to making it the basis of discussion on the part of teachers organiza- 
tions throughout the country. A report by A. R. Crathorne on " Change of 
Mind between High School and College as to Life Work" has also been 
received; it is expected that this report will be published soon. Professor 
Crathorne's work on " A Critical Study of the Correlation Method as Applied to 
Grades" is progressing rapidly. An extended report on "Experimental Schools 
and Courses" by Mr. Raleigh Schorling and one by Mr. J. A. Foberg on 
" Mathematics for the Junior High School " are in preparation, as is also a pre- 
liminary report on the " Revision of College Entrance Requirements " by the 
Chairman. A comprehensive bibliography of the recent literature on the sub- 
ject of the teaching of mathematics is being made under the direction of Pro- 
fessor David Eugene Smith. 

The following further items regarding the work of the Committee may be of 
interest. 

A letter addressed to some 30 publishing houses asking their cooperation in 
the work of the Committee has received a very generous response. As a result, 
the Committee now has a collection of almost 200 modern textbooks relating to 
secondary and elementary college mathematics. 

The efforts of the Committee to make contact with organisations of teachers 
of mathematics throughout the country is also beginning to yield results. The 
directory of such organizations now includes about 40. Requests for speakers 
on the part of such organizations at meetings during October and November 
have been received from the Indiana State Teachers Association, Northwestern 
Illinois Teachers Association, New Jersey Association of Mathematics Teachers, 
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Iowa Association of Mathematics Teachers, New York State Teachers Associa- 
tion, Texas State Teachers Association, the High School Conference of the 
University of Illinois, the Association of Teachers of Mathematics in the Middle 
States and Maryland and the North Dakota Educational Association. 

An effort is being made to get the work of the Committee before the public 
through the general educational periodicals of the country. Letters have been 
sent out to over 50 such periodicals. Those which have been heard from have 
given a very cordial response. 

The Committee plans further to promote the formation of new organizations 
of teachers, where such organizations are needed and do not exist at the present 
time. These organizations may be sectional, covering a considerable area, or 
they may consist merely of local clubs which can meet at frequent intervals for 
the discussion and study of the problems of the Committee. It is hoped that 
such clubs can be organized in all the larger cities where they do not already exist. 

It plans also to establish contact directly with individual teachers. The com- 
mittee feels that this is necessary in addition to their work through organizations 
in order to induce such individuals to become active and in order to make the 
work through organizations effective. Plans for establishing this contact with 
individuals on a large scale are under consideration. 

Organizations can be of assistance by sending to the Committee a statement 
of the name of the organization, its officers for the coming year, the time and place 
of its meetings and information regarding proposed programs. If any organiza- 
tion has within the last ten years issued any reports on topics connected with the 
work of the Committee, copies of such reports should, if available, be sent both 
to Mr. Young and Mr. Foberg. If this is impossible, a statement regarding the 
character and place of publication of any such reports would be welcome. 

Individuals can be of assistance 

1. By keeping the Committee informed of matters of interest that come to 
their notice; 

2. By suggesting ways in which the Committee can be helpful; 

3. By sending to the committee in duplicate reprints of any articles they 
publish on subjects connected with the Committee's work; 

4. By furthering the work of the Committee among their colleagues, organizing 
discussions, etc. 

It is not too much to say that the existence of this Committee with its present 
resources gives the teachers of mathematics, both individually and through their 
organizations, a unique opportunity to do really constructive work of the highest 
importance in the direction of reform. They can surely be counted on to make 
the most of this opportunity. 

[For later information see page 4-62.} 



